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50 members of the Harmer Family Association 
gathered together at Herstmonceux Village Hall on 
Saturday 6th September 2014.   
 
Apart from renewing friendships and catching up on 
family history they had the opportunity through the 
main display to learn about the Harmer Family in 
1914. 
 
An excellent ploughman’s lunch was served, followed 
later in the afternoon by tea and cakes. 
  

  

 

One of the four main display boards with over 50 
pages of information featuring the Harmer Family in 
1914. From births, weddings and inquests through to 
sporting activities, and the prizes that the Harmer 
children won at school.  
 
A major part of the display was dedicated to the 
Harmer’s who were either already serving in the 
military or enlisted in 1914. 
 
 Below is an example from the display. 
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HORACE WILLIAM HARMER 

ROYAL NAVY ELECTRICAL ARTIFICER – HMS “GOOD HOPE” 
 

 

 

 

 
Shortly after the outbreak of the first world war the armoured cruiser HMS 
Good Hope, joined Admiral Cradock’s 4th Cruiser division in the South 
Atlantic when on the 1st of November 1914 she was sunk with all hands 
by the German cruisers, Scharnorst and Gneisenau of Admiral von 
Spee’s Pacific Squadron at the battle of Coronel which was fought off the 
coast of Chile.  
 
Portsmouth Naval Memorial – panel 5 

Photos – HFA member Jim West 

Horace William (HFA tree 38/88.5) was born in the first quarter of 1890 the first and only son of Ernest Peter Harmer and Alice Mary, 
nee Hayward. Ernest and Alice had two other children, both daughters Dorothy Alice, born in 1893 and Nora Mary born 1902. 
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